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where great quantities were to be found, because
the Bohemians used it in the manufacture of their
beautiful glass; but it was expensive and the
Curies had no money worth talking about. But
the Bohemians did not, of course, make glass of
pitchblende itself; they extracted Uranium from
it for the manufacture of glass and threw out the
useless dust in mighty powdery heaps in the forest
of St. JoachimsthaL "Radium and Polonium,"
said the Curies, "are not in Uranium; so they
must be in that waste dust. Perhaps the manufac-
turers could be persuaded to sell their waste dust
cheap."
"Sell?" said the manufacturers kindly. "We'll
give it to you if you will pay for taking it away."
Even that transport was expensive enough, but
the Curies poured out their savings and sent them
to Bohemia.
That was settled. The dust would be arriving,
whole railway trucks of it. Where in the world
would they put it? /
Pierre and Marie went round to the great home
of Science, the Sorbonne. Surely in that vast set
of buildings, some unwanted room could be found
for their valuable and exciting dust; but no! They
had to go back to their own school of physics and
even there nothing satisfactory could be spared
them. The only place available was a shed on the
other side of the courtyard from their laboratory.
And what a shed! The glass roof was broken and
the rain would rain through and upset any experi-
ment that had to be kept dry. There was no floor,